Despite substantial government investment to promote modern agricultural technologies -to improve yields and food security -the adoption rates of these technologies remain low in many African countries.
• Policies aiming to improve rural households' non-cognitive skills can boost agricultural investment in new technologies.
• Combining policy interventions that address both external and internal constraints can help improve the agricultural investment decisions of poor households, e.g. by providing (un)conditional cash transfers and specific skill trainings. Agricultural adoption rates remain low in sub-Saharan Africa Other factors that are shown to influence increased technology adoption include:
• Households headed by literate farmers,
• Larger family sizes,
• Households with better socioeconomic standing (measured by livestock, land ownership and self-reported wealth status),
• Greater access to information, education, credit, and markets.
Additionally, crop choices also significantly explain farmers' likelihood of adopting agricultural technologies, particularly chemical fertilizers and improved seeds.
Key findings
The analysis indicates that locus of control significantly predicts farmers' technology adoption decisions, including chemical fertilizers, improved seeds, and irrigation. 
Implications for policy
The results of this study suggest that policies aiming to improve rural households' non-cognitive skills can boost agricultural investment in new technologies.
Combining the results associated with the impact of farmers' locus of control and those of external constraints (e.g. access to credit) highlights the need for more integrated policies to improve agricultural investments as no single intervention may alleviate all types of poverty trap. This is particularly the case for rural households suffering from external frictions and internal constraints.
Consequently, combining policy interventions that address both external and internal constraints can help improve the agricultural investment decisions of poor households and produce higher returns than if the policies were to be applied independently. Examples of combining policy interventions could mean relaxing credit constraints or providing (un)conditional cash transfers, while also providing specific skill trainings.
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